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Finding your way around

G A B C D E F G A B C D E F G A B C D E
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This is the section we deal with in this video:
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Rhythm
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Your first note

Your first piece

This is how middle C looks on the stave:
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The notes D and E
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Playing F, G, A & B
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The left-hand notes
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Playing notes and rests
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Bass moving in fourths
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Left and right hands together
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A rest for a semi-breve
(whole note) or four
beats is written like this:

A shorter rest for a minim
(equal in length to two
beats) looks like this:

A crotchet (or quarter
note) rest, for a duration
of one beat, looks like this:

You can combine these rests.

For example, to have a part silent for three
beats you would combine the two beat
minim rest � with the one beat (crotchet) rest �
giving a total of three beats rest, like this:

Take a rest!

∑

Ó

Œ

ŒÓ
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Left hand summary
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Right hand summary
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C D
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Right-hand chords

zC zF zG
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Right-hand chords (continued)
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Chords with both hands

zC zF zG
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Chords with both hands (continued)
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Moving the right hand
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Moving the left hand
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On their own quavers are written with a curved flag
attached to the stem, but are bracketed together with a
beam when groups occur, to make them easier to read.

22

The quaver

& 4

4

œ œ œ œ œ

tea cof - fee tea tea

œ œ œ œ
Œ

tea cof - fee tea (break)

Repeats
If you see the sign � at the end of a piece, it
means that you are to repeat the entire piece.
Sometimes only a section of a piece is to be
repeated and you will see the sign � at the
beginning, and �at the end of that section.

Clap this line as you say the words. Then play
the two bars, keeping a steady beat pulse.

j

œ
J

œ

œ œ œ œ

Tip

Flag

or

Beam
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& 4
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coffee coffee coffee coffee coffee coffee coffee coffeetea tea
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tea
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tea tea

œ œ œ œ œ
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tea
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.

.
œ œ œ œ œ œ

coffee coffee coffeetea tea

œ œ œ œ œ

tea tea tea

˙ œ
Œ

1 2 3 4

∑

1 2 3 4
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Jingle Bells
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© Copyright 2000 Dorsey Brothers Music Limited, 8/9 Frith Street, London W1.
All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured.

AB Key Vid Book:*AB Key Vid Book 6/5/09 4:11 PM Page 25



26

On Top Of Old Smokey
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© Copyright 2000 Dorsey Brothers Music Limited, 8/9 Frith Street, London W1.
All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured.
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Oh When The Saints
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Skip To My Lou
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